





ORAL_ PETITIONS FROM THE FLOOR (Continued)

Acquisition
of Disposal
Site

Mrs. Carolyn Hudspeth, of 1025 Roosevelt Road, read a letter to the
Council questioning the recent purchase of property for a disposal
site. Councilman DeMirjyn and Councilman Knudsen reiterated their
statements of disapproval of this purchase and cited the present

assessed valuation of the property and the reported fair market value.

Mayor Cummings re-summarized the reasons detailed at the last Council
meeting explaining the need by the City of Redlands for such a site.
He reminded Council of the eight-year search during which consideration
was giveﬁ“to properties selling for more than twice the per-acre
price paid for the present site. Mayor Cummings brought reports from
Mr. William Mortimer, Manager, and Mr. Gardner, Assistant Manager, of
the Bureau of Land Management, who agreed that there was some public
land available at $50 per acre near Beaumont and this was being con-
sidered by both the City and County of Riverside. Mr. Cummings
mentioned the continuing effort which San Bernardino County is
presently making to locate a similar site. The costs in carrying
refuse to the Colton site were again quoted. Mayor Cummings again
described the efforts of Mr. Magnus Mead, Disposal Superintendent,
three years ago to assemble a plot of land for the city and his

experience with price escalation.

City Manager Merritt stated that the present property acquisition is
in escrow totally conditioned upon approvals by the Regibnal Water
Quality Control Board, the L.A.F.C., Environmental Statement by
County of San Bernardino, change of zone by the Planning Commission,
and added that there will be public hearings in connection with each

decision.

The City Manager pointed out that an escalation in land price is also
possible on the six blocks of property which are being sought by the
Consortium. Dr. Miller gquestioned whether any member of the audience
would be willing to sell his property for the assessed valuation or

the reported fair-market value as relates to the assessed valuation.

Councilman Sewall restated his strong conviction in favor of the
purchase. He stressed that Mr. Magnus Mead's recommendation, his
knowledge acquired from 40 years in disposal management in San
Bernardino County, and Mr. Mead's conviction that the City of Redlands

can operate this site at a profit, carried great weight in his decision

Councilman Miller stated: "I feel that at this point maybe we should
have an investigation. I would request that the County Grand Jury
investigate Council, City Manager, and see if there is any improperness

in buying of dump site."”

Mr. DeMirijyn questioned whether the Grand Jury has power in this
matter. City Attorney Taylor explained the scope of the Grand Jury.

Dr. Miller stated: "If it is possible that this Council, upon my
request, asks that the Grand Jury investigate this particular point
and have it publicly cleared up, I so move." Motion seconded by

Councilman Knudsen.

City Attorney Taylor expressed the opinion that a decision to
investigate would rest with the District Attorney, the Grand Jury
Foreman and the Court Judge, and further stated that he saw no basis

for an investigation.
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